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News Around the White House

Washington, D.C. Closed

Congress has shut the Capitol to visitors until April 1st.
Only lawmakers and staff can enter the buildings. No
tours will be allowed in the Capitol Visitor Center, which
is usually crowded with tourists.
Public
ublic tours of the White House are closed.. These rules
are to make sure that the White House staff and anyone
who would’ve wanted to visit stay
stays safe and healthy. The
Supreme Court also clos
closed its doors to the public.
Nobody can really remember the last time the Capitol
closed to visitors. In 1915, a bomb threat closed the
building. In 1918, the Capitol cl
closed
osed as the Spanish flu
spread around the world, killing millions of people.
Hopefully, the coronavirus
oronavirus will leave as quickly as it
came, and our country (actually, our world!) will re-open.
re
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New Greeting for World Leaders

President Donald Trump and Ireland’s Prime Minister
Leo Varadkar met in the White House on March 12.
They had a problem: they could not shake hands because
of the coronavirus.
How can you greet a fellow world leader without shaking
his hand? The two d
decided not to shake hands.
Ireland’s Prime Minister Leo Varadkar and President
Donald Trump instead greeted each other by putting
their hands together and bowing a bit.
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Election Center News

On Sunday, March 15, Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders
and former Vice President Joe Biden had a debate.
The debate lasted two hours. For a lot of that time,
Sanders and Biden argued. They did agree on two things
though: they’d both probably choose a woman to be
their vice president, and they both think they’d handle
coronavirus
oronavirus better than President Trump di
did.
d.
Joe Biden easily won over Senator Sanders in the last
few elections. After these losses, Bernie Sanders may
stop his campaign.
The election season is now taking an interesting turn.
turn
Coronavirus has cancelled many state’s primary
elections. President Donald Trump has cancelled all his
rallies and is just campaigning online for now.
Many states are trying to figure out how they can have
their primary votes by mail instead of in
in-person
person.
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Around the World Coronavirus
Most people in the world can’t
remember such a thing ever
happening before: the world is
slowly shutting down! Schools
Schools,
stores, governments, and even
borders have shut to prevent coronavirus
oronavirus from
spreading.
In Italy, where there are many, many cases of the virus,
the only public plac
places
es still open are supermarkets and
medical offices.
In Nepal, the government has closed Mount
ount
Everest. This time of the year is the best for
climbing Mt. Everest. It is disappointing news
for both guides and climbers who have
trained for months for this year’s climb.
Many Americans are worried that
with nobody working, there
might soon be a food shortage.
President Trump talked to
farmers and factory owners, and
they
hey say there’s no such problem
problem.
Vice President Mike Pence asked Americans to buy only
the groceries they needed for the week ahead.
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The Comfort: Navy Hospital Ship

Hospital ships are floating hospitals that belong to the
army. They are used during wartime and after events in
nature that cause great damage and harm. The U.S.
Navy has two hospital ships: Mercy and Comfort.
The Comfort is one of the largest hospital boats in the
United States,, held on the East Coast
Coast.. The ship has 1,000
beds for patients. It also has X
X-ray
ray machines, a dentist’s
office, and a pharmacy.
New York State Governor Cuomo ordered
the Comfort to arrive in New York City’s
harbor. New York City may need more
hospital beds. If the virus spreads, hospitals
may not have enough beds to care for the sick.
Governor Cuomo cares about your health!
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NEWS TIDBIT
TIDBITS

Watering a Plastic Plant
There’s something great about
buying a plant, taking care of
it and actually having it
survive for more than a
week or two.
Imagine the shock that
one woman must have felt
when she realized that a
plant she had been caring for
and watering for two years was
actually made of plastic!
Caelie Wilkes had this beautiful
plant for about two years and was so
proud of it.
It had beautiful coloring, aand
nd was just the perfect plant.
She had it up in her kitchen window and watered it often.
When she decided to move the plant to a new vase, she
made a shocking discovery. The plant is plastic!
Caelie Wilkes was so surprised and confused. “I feel like
these
ese last two years have been a lie," she said.
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Kindness
dness at Its Best

Staff
at
a
restaurant in
Houston,
Texas, got a
lesson in the kindness of strangers.
Because of the corona
coronavirus, the restaurant had way less
business than usual.
One customer left a huge tip of a few thousand dollars.
The tip will be split evenly among the staff, with each
worker getting around $300.
The owner of the restaurant said, "We have to let our
staff know that we may be off of work for 15 to 30 days.
But thee gift we got today should help…”
The White House advised people to avoid groups of
more than 10 and says people should stay away from
restaurants. Many states ordered all restaurants to close.
All these closings mean that many Americans will lose
money this month.
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Penguins in Chicago
Chicago’s Aquarium

The Shedd Aquarium in Chicago
Chicago, Illinois, is now closed
because of the coronavirus.
oronavirus. Since there are currently no
visitors at the aquarium, the keepers decided to let some
animals go out on “field trips”.
The penguins have been exploring the aquarium and
seeing it in a way they normally never see it.
A penguin was taken to see fish in a display. The penguin
got very excited as he saw the fish swimming behind the
glass. He got close to the glass to get a be
better
tter view, but
he kept looking over his shoulder as if he couldn’t believe
what he was seeing.
Several zoos are making the most of the time without
visitors to take animals around to visit other animals.
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Historic flashback

Cherry Trees
On March 27, 1912
1912,, First Lady Helen Taft, wife of
President Taft, and Viscountess Chinda, wife of the
Japanese ambassador to the United States, planted
cherry trees in Washington D.C. on the White House
grounds.
The Japanese government gave the United States a gift
of 3,000 cherry trees.
Today, when we think of Washington, D.C., in the
springtime, we think of the cherry trees in full bloom.
These
hese trees have become one of the biggest tourist
attractions in the city.
Why do you think the Japanese gave America cherry
trees?

News on the Run - Level 1 – Flashback

Page 2. March 23, 2020

Cherry Trees

What makes Washington, D.C, special in
spring?
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
_____________________

